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THE FORAGER 2014 PINOT NOIR  $21.99 
We've been fans of this little Sonoma wine for a 

number of vintages and the new Pinot is remarkable 

(and well-priced).  Darkly cherryish Pinot aromas and 

flavors are nicely intense and there's a mildly woodsy 

undertone here.  Very fine and irresistibly charming! 

TRIONE SAUVIGNON BLANC $18.99 
It's not Sancerre and it's not New Zealand, but we find elements of each 

in this Russian River Valley bottling from the Trione Family.  You'll 

probably detect notes of passion fruit and honeydew melon in this crisp, 

snappy Sonoma white wine.  Very showy. 

RAMEY Single Vineyard CHARDONNAYS SALE $59.99 
Having done a fair bit of industrial espionage in Burgundy, David Ramey 

is making some of California's top Chardonnays.  We're 

fans of his Russian River Valley blend ($39.99) and his 

Hyde Vineyard from Carneros and Ritchie Vineyard from 

Sonoma's Russian River Valley are exceptional.  Each has 

its own particular character and yet both are remarkably 

complex and made for adult palates.  A fan of those white 

Burgundies, Ramey's wines tip their chapeaux to the 

French, but remain nicely Californian. 

GORGEOUS DRY GERMAN RHINE RIESLINGS 
Say the word Riesling to many people and they're 

thinking "sweet wine."  But there's an increasing 

quantity of dry Riesling being made and we have 

some really good, attractively-priced bottles.  

Look for the word "trocken" on the label.  Robert 

Weil's Trocken Riesling (Sale $19.99) is aromatic 

and fruity on the nose, while dry and tangy on the palate.  Von Simmern's 

2014 Hattenheimer Nussbrunnen Kabinett ($19.99) is almost electric in 

its brisk acidity and nectarine-like flavors.  G.A. Schneider's dry Riesling 

($16.99) comes from the Rheinhessen and has a shade less acidity than 

the other two, but intense flavor and a dry finish. 

CADE 2012 NAPA CABERNET SAUVIGNON Sale $59.99 
A blend of six Napa Valley appellations, three grape varieties and nine 

different barrel builders made for a showy bottle of wine.  There's a bit of 

Petit Verdot and Malbec in the blend...it's nicely balanced and can easily 

be enjoyed tonight with a steak or roast. 

DENIS CARRÉ 2012 POMMARD  $44.99 
This small domaine makes some good wines at attractive prices.  This is 

young, of course, but showing lovely Pinot Noir fruit. 
Several years of cellaring will make it even better! 

ELYSE Howell Mtn ZINFANDEL  $35.99  
Elyse finished in first and second place in one of our 

recent blind-tastings of some pretty good Zinfandels.  I 

liked both, but preferred this bottling as it shows a typical 

spice note of Howell Mountain fruit.  The wine is 

berryish, faintly woodsy and very drinkable now.  Like tonight. 

MARIE COURTIN Extra Brut CHAMPAGNE $57.99 
Champagne Queen Dominique Moreau has no 

marketing department demanding she make 

a slightly sweet bubbly to have mass-

market appeal, so hers is not only "Brut," 

it's "Extra Brut."  The estate comprises all 

of 2.5 hectares of vineyards and her 

customers are savvy Champagne 

connoisseurs, not someone who needs a 

bottle with the ubiquitous orange-colored 

label so guests or friends know they spent a few 

bucks.  This is very special Champagne, indeed.  Well worth the splurge. 

POLIZIANO 2012 VINO NOBILE SALE $27.99 
Sangiovese goes by the name "Prugnolo Gentile" in the 

Montepulciano appellation of Tuscany.  We skipped their light 

2011 vintage, but the 2012 is back on track and quite 

impressive.  The wine is dark in color and shows beautiful dark 

cherry fruit with a faintly earthy note.  They use new wood 

sparingly, but still there's a nicely cedary quality to this steak-

worthy red.  Best now-2020, or so. 

CLIFF LEDE 2012 Stags Leap CABERNET $79.99 
Beautiful black fruits on the nose and palate with some vanillin notes 

from the new French oak barrels in which this was matured.  It's quite 

enjoyable now and ought to develop additional complexity over the next 

several years. 

SMITH WOODHOUSE "LBV" PORT Sale $29.99 
The Symington Family owns the prestigious brands of 

Graham's, Warre's, Dow's and Cockburn's, along with a few 

more lesser-known names.  Smith Woodhouse offers excellent 

quality Ports and exceptional Late Bottled Vintage Port (LBV).  

This spends 4 years in wood instead of just two for the 

expensive, limited bottlings of Vintage Port.  The Smith 

Woodhouse, unlike many other LBV's is bottled, like Vintage 

Port, "Unfiltered."  It's given substantial bottle aging, so it's 

released at a point of drinkability you won't find in the most 

recent, $100 bottles of Vintage Port.  Best decanted.  


